The Superpowers and the Middle East
through direct or indirect aggression especially in view of Soviet
threat to the countries that lay to the south of her borders. As a
matter of fact, during the past two and a quarter decades since
the Truman Doctrine was enunciated in 1947, the United States
set as its major task in the Middle East the blocking of the ex-
pansion of Soviet power into that area and the prevention of Soviet
dominance or control over one or more states in the Middle East.
the soviet union, iran and turkey
Although Soviet penetration in the Middle East did not begin in
an active manner till after the death of Stalin in 1953, yet the
Russians harboured territorial aspirations in this region especially
during the first phase of the "cold war5'. Between 1945 and 1947,
Soviet Middle Eastern policy makers fastened on Iran and Turkey
both of which lay to the south of the Soviet border and could be
used as forward military bases by the West.
During World War n, Soviet forces had moved into Northern
Iran in 1941 to protect a major supply route for the U.S. lend-
lease materials. At the end of the war, Moscow presented the
Iranian government with a series of demands that centered on
oil concessions in Northern Iran. The presence of the Soviet
forces served as an eloquent threat; not content, Moscow created
a communist led movement and set up puppet regimes in Persian
Azerbaijan and Kurdish Republic with the intention of using these
as bases for a subsequent drive against Iran. Iran, however, stood
fast against the Soviet pressure and eariy in 1946, brought the
issue before the United Nations where she was strongly supported
by fce United States. Eventually, the United States with the
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